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Scriptures, which he has so frequently, though tacitly, con-
tributed to illustrate and explain.

Cestius having sent to Nero, then in Achaia, an account of

the disturbances in Judea, laying the whole blaine of them upon
Florus ; died soon after, either through disease or chagrin. And
the Emperor appointed Vespasian,, (who was then with him,) an
experienced officer, of high reputation, president of Syria, and
gave him the conduct of the Jewish war *.

About spring, A.D. 67, Vespasian marched a great army of
Roman and auxiliary troops, from Syria into Galilee; took
their principal fortresses, Gadara and Jotapata^ and in the
latter, Josephus the historian, who commanded there; and
ravaged and destroyed their cities, towns, and villages; shewing
no mercy, at first, to any age or sex, in revenge for the defeat of
Cestius. He next chastised the Samaritans. Then he invaded
Jitdea, and toot the fortresses of Joppa, Taricheas, and Gamdla,
the last, after a most obstinate resistance, 23d of October* En-
raged at which, the Roman army massacred the inhabitants, and
even sluny the infants from the walls! Only two women sur-
vived of all the inhabitants; for those that escaped the Romans,
destroyed themselves.

Meanwhile sedition raged within the walls of Jerusalem. The
city was oppressed by three turbulent factions ; the first, under
John, held the lower citij^ containing the ancient quarter of
Salem and Mount Acra, westward; the second, under Eleazar,
occupied the temple quarter, and Mount Moriah; the third,
under Simon, the upper city, or city of David, on Mount Sion9
southward.

These factions were afterwards reduced to two; for at the last
passover, A.D. 70, John, under pretext of sacrificing in the
Temple, sent a band who destroyed Eleazar and his faction,
and possessed themselves of the temple quarter. All these
miscreants, from the beginning, harassed, plundered, and mas-
sacred the nobles and richer inhabitants, and multitudes of the
better sort, wiio were peaceably disposed, and wished to sub-
mit to the Romans. And to spite each other, they wasted the
stores, and destroyed the storehouses, containing com, provisions,

* Cestium Gallum Syrise legatum varia prselia, et ssepius adversa, excepere. Qui, ubi
fato aut tadio occidit / missu Neroms, Fespasianus, fortuna famaque et egregiis ministris,
intra duas estates, (A.D. 67, 68,) cuncta camporams omnesque, prater Hierosolyma,
urbes, victore exercitu tenebat. Tacit. Hist. v. 10.